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dance of lobster seed for lobster growout 
is necessary. An experiment is being car-
ried out to assess the seed resource with 
replicate standardized seed collectors 
deployed at 10 locations within the exist-
ing seed-collecting areas and in currently 
unfished areas. The seed includes both 
the final puerulus larval stage and recently 
settled juveniles attached to substrates. 

Each trap unit consists of a bamboo-
framed tripod mounted on styrofoam 
floats and anchored to the ocean bottom. 
From the apex of the tripod, a kerosene 
lantern is secured as the light source. 
Three trap types are suspended from the 
corners of the frame.

The first consists of a bundle of net-
ting weighted to ensure it remains sub-
merged. The second consists of a timber 
pole of approximately 1 m length and 100 

mm diameter, in which 10-mm diameter 
holes are drilled at regular intervals. The 
third consists of a bundle of rice bag sus-
pended by rock weight. Each trap has six 
shelters in which lobster seed might settle.

For each location, the four traps have 
been placed approximately 50 m apart. 
Results from this study will be publicized 
later.

Further Goals
After several surveys on the farming 

activities, seed collecting and product mar-
keting of lobsters on Lombok Island, it is 
apparent that the following activities could 
foster further industry development.

A market chain assessment of lobster 
supply and demand for Southeast Asia 
would determine the resilience of the 
market to an increased supply of farmed 
lobsters. Studies of the ecological impacts 

of seed collection should examine the 
impacts of increasing the catch rate of 
wild seed lobsters, identify new lobster 
settlement sites and use fishery-indepen-
dent surveys to establish baseline seed 
catch data for areas of southern and east-
ern Lombok. An annual census of lobster 
seed collection at the established sites of 
lobster aquaculture industries would also 
be beneficial.

Puerulus husbandry practices must 
improve to increase the survival of lobster 
seed, especially in the first few weeks 
after capture, when losses typically are 
50% or higher. Greater feed quality 
would promote better lobster growth and 
survival, stronger immunity to disease 
and better cuticle color.

Editor’s Note: The first part of this article 
series ran in the July/August 2009 issue of 
the Global Aquaculture Advocate. It 

Many puerulus shelter traps hang from this seed-collecting raft.

Mortality during the transparent  
puerulus stage of the lobsters is high 
after initial capture.
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