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During GAA’s Global Outlook for
Aquaculture Leadership 2007 confer-
ence in Madrid, Global Aquaculture
Alliance President George Chamber-
lain was interviewed by a journalist
from the Spanish aquaculture maga-
zine Ipac.

In the resulting “Global Aquacul-
ture Alliance, Looking for Sustain-
ability” article, Chamberlain said
GAA has become stronger and more
relevant since its inception in 1997.
Yet the fact-based approach it origi-
nally applied in defending shrimp
farming against often exaggerated
claims in the late 1990s still applies
as GAA’s programs evolve.

When environmental extremists
accused aquaculture of destroying
half the world’s mangroves, Cham-
berlain said, GAA raised money
from its initial members, hired ex-
perts, and determined that shrimp
farming affected only 5% or less of
the historic resource.

Additional research led to the
1999 publication of GAA’s Codes of
Practice for Responsible Shrimp
Farming, which in addition to man-
grove conservation address pollu-
tion from effluents, chemical use,
salinization, and other environmen-
tal and social issues.

A United Nations Food and Agri-
culture Organization consortium re-
leased the very similar Internation-
al Principles for Responsible Shrimp
Farming in 2006. That meant “indus-
try can make the right decisions and
come to the right answers,” Cham-
berlain said.

Expanding on the general recom-
mendations of its codes of practice,
GAA developed the Best Aquacul-
ture Practices standards and certifi-
cation. “Once again we got the ex-
perts, surveyed all the information,
and had many meetings with farm-
ers, NGOs, and government regula-
tors,” he said.

The quantitative BAP program
was designed to lessen the impacts
of the aquaculture industry by set-

ting standards at a level that most fa-
cilities around the world can – with
some improvements – achieve. As
new information and technology be-
come available, the BAP standards
are updated and improved before
implementation through site inspec-
tions coordinated by the Aquacul-
ture Certification Council.

GAA also made facts the basis of
its Outlook series of international
aquaculture conferences. From the
first Global Shrimp Outlookmeeting
in 2001 to the GOAL 2007 conference,
GAA has gathered and reported in-
formation on aquaculture produc-
tion in key production areas and de-
mand in top markets around the
world. Discussions of industry is-
sues like chemical residues, food
safety, and regulatory concerns
have also become an important part
of the conferences.

“When you have top producers
and top buyers in the same room dis-
cussing an issue, and they agree on
an approach, you can solve many
constraints,” Chamberlain said.

Chamberlain also said GAA will
continue to advance its message of
responsible aquaculture.

“We have standards, we work on
aquaculture policy, on international
trade issues,” he said. “Frankly, I
don’t see any end in sight. … It’s a
great time to be involved in this
business.”
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